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BRITISH CONSULS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 

Ir is impossible to over-estimate the im- 
portance of the integrity and truthfulness 
of our Ministers abroad, and of their hands 
and eyes --the Consuls. We are accustomed 
to place full confidence in them, and pro- 
bably to plume ourselves that British official 
men occupy a higher plane of personal 
and political integrity than those of other 
nations; that in this respect “‘ we are not as 
other men are.” It is not certain that recent 
occurrences, or an impartial review of the 
past twenty or thirty years, would confirm 
this flattering notion of superior purity. Let 
us refer for a moment to the Crimean war. 
It was necessary to our national justification 
for our share in it, that Turkey should be 
made out to be a power, not only capable of 
improvement, but rapidly improving. This 
was the only possible ground on which the 





Treaty of Paris, of 1856, could be defended. 
None saw this more clearly than the late 
Prince Consort, as the readers of his life, by 
Mr. Theodore Martin, will be aware. Such 
being the case, what was the tenour of the 
reports of the British Minister at Constanti- 
nople, and his sub-officials, the Consuls, 
resident in Turkey? It is now perfectly well 
known that they were framed not to express 
the truth, but to suit the supposed require- 
ments of the Government at home, which 
needed for its vindication in the past, and 
its repose in the then present, the assurance 
that Turkey was advancing in civilisation 
and prosperity. Any inexperienced or un- 
wary Consul, who happened to forward to 
the late eminent diplomatist who for some 
years, about the time under review, filled the 
post of British Minister at Constantinople, a 
too-accurate narrative of Turkish rule as he 
saw it on the spot, was sternly made o un- 
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derstand that other service was expected 
from him, We would just remark that if 
the opposite policy had been pursued, if 
there had been no “ suppressio veri,” it would 
have damaged the reputation for political 
sagacity of some of our eminent statesmen, 
and would have wounded our national 
self-approbation; but it would have saved 


British subjects some scores of millions of | nfl ae 
pounds sterling, which have been lost in | nearly all persons of influence, or they 


Turkish loans, and in all probability would 
have prevented the late desolating war, of 
which the end is not yet, and whose ulti- 
mate consequences no man can foresee. 
The aberrations from the line of strict 
political rectitude referred to above had 
their origin in motives of what was sup- 
posed to be “thigh policy.” We would 
gladly believe that no influence from so im- 
portant a source is likely to prevent the 
transmission of truthful intelligence from 
abroad on the subjects which specially con- 
cern us—viz., the slave-trade and its abom- 


nations; yet of late we have seen, as we | 


think, not without alarm, that motives of a 
lower kind have to be guarded against. We 
have heard of costly gifts to the wives of 
Consuls of more than one great power, and 
even of more direct agencies put in motion 
to secure reports that should tend to keep 
our Government, and probably other Go- 
vernments, quiet on the subject of slavery. 
We have hesitated to express our fears; but 
we fecl bound to give utterance to appre- 
hensions, which have not -lightly been 
allowed to find place in our minds. 

This country is so dependent for the evi- 
dence of existing facts, on its consular 
officers, that it is of vital importance that 
these should be worthy of implicit trust. 
In remote places—‘t dark places of the 
carth’’—Consuls ere the “eyes” of the 
British Government. They are the means, 
whereby information can reach our Foreign 
Office, and our newspaper Press, and 
through them the public of this and other 
countries. They must be men of firmness, 
truthfulness, and incorruptible integrity, or 
we realise full soon the doctrine of the wise 
King :—‘‘Confidence in an unfaithful man 

. is like a broken tooth, and a foot out 
of joint.” (Prov. xxy. 19.) We would not 
overlook the invaluak'e service that has 
been and is being rendered to this country, 
and to the interests of humanity by British 
Consuls; nor do we doubt that their ranks 
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include at the present time men as capable 
and honourable as any nation can boast of. 
Their services are sometimes rendered 
under circumstances of great difficulty. 
They have often to reside in unhealthy 
climates, surrounded by few social advan- 
tages and many disadvantages, and where a 
man faithful to his trust will find him- 
self in an antagonistic position towards 


towards him. Under such circumstances 
many in the past have nobly done their 
duty. They have not only steered clear of 
the undue influence of the Government and 
its ofticials, but they have also studiously 
declined to accept the pressing hospitality of 
the owners of slaves. We do not doubt 
they have many worthy successors. We 
are most solicitious that no exception should 
be found, or, if found, allowed to con- 
tinue. 


FIJI AND THE LABOUR TRAFFIC. 


AmonG the recent Parliamentary Returns 
is one on the introduction of Polynesian 
labourers and Indian coolies into Fiji. The 
ordinance contains altogether about 300 
clauses or sections, a fact which at once 
attests the good intentions of the Governor, 
Sir Arthur Gordon, and the impossibility 
of widely departing from sound principles, 
without producing many injurious results, 

Having proved the impossibility of so 
controlling this system of contract labour 
in some of our colonies as to prevent 
cruelty and injustice, its costliness over 


_ and above free labour having also been 


| proved, it might surely have been expected 


that the British Government would have 
withheld its sanction from the introduction 
of compulsory labour into the new colony 
of Fiji. 

All the efforts of Sir Arthur Gordon, the 
former excellent Governor of the Mauritius, 
to prevent oppression and cruelty in that 
island were ineffectual, and the Report of 
the Royal Commission of inquiry disclosed 
a state of things there which has degraded 
England in the eyes of the civilised 
world. 

On a late occasion, when one of the most 
eminent men in Holland was reproached 
with the grinding oppression of the Dutch 
in Java, he retorted by an allusion to our 
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treatment of the Indians in the Mauritius, 
and to the English coolie traffic in general ; 
and who can say he was not justified in 
doing so ? 

How is it that in every country where 
tne market price of labour is paid in fair 
wages the supply of Jabour is abuadant? 
It is so in the United States of America, 
where the supply of good and free labour 
is equal to every demand. It is so in the 
Straits Settlements, where free labourers 
come and go according to the demand just 
as they are needed. It is so in Ceylon, 
where there are generally about one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand free foreign la- 
bourers who go there of their own accord, 
without compulsion. Free labour and 
fair wages insure an abundant supply of 
labour in that island, without the evils and 
disadvantages of cumbrous and compli- 
cated ordinances, 

Our space will not admit of a proper 
analysis of these Returns, but there are 
points which cannot remain unnoticed. At 
page 44 it is stated that the supply of native 
labour in Fiji has fallen off because the in- 
ducements held out are, generally speaking, 
altogether insufficient, while at page 45 it is 
said that the difliculty of obtaining Polyne- 
sian labour is due to the rapid diminution 
of the population of the islands, and to the 
much higher wages paid to the immigrant 
labourers in Queensland, The smallness of 
the amount of remuneration offered, com- 
pared with its value in Queensland, is again 
alluded to on page 47. 

Not being willing to pay the market 
value of labour in Fiji and the adjacent 
islands, an attempt is now being made to 
introduce coolies from India; two-thirds of 
the expense to be paid by the planters, and 
one-third to be defrayed from general taxa- 
tion, including of course the labouring 
population of Fiji, a practice emphatically 
condemned by the late Sir Robert Peel. 

The whole system is in our opinion a 
blunder and a crime—a blunder in this, 
that labour procured in this way is most 
costly, and that it effectually prevents the 
supply of free labour; a crime, so far as the 
inherent injustice of it is concerned. 

The fact that the ignorant native cannot 
possibly be made to understand the condi- 
tions under which he is about to be brought, 
rests on the highest authority, and has 
never been successfully denied. That he 


“Sg 
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is induced to bind himself to go he knows 
not where, to do he knows not what, and 
to serve he knows not whom, cannot be 
called in question. 

To take advantage in this way of the 
ignorant and less enlightened cannot be 
reconciled with the simplest principles of 
morality. ‘Those who support the system 
do not like to hear it called slavery—but if 
it be not slavery pure and simple, it cer- 
tainly contains some of the worst elements 
of both slavery and the slave-trade. 

The late Charles Sumner termed the sys- 
tem, Slavery under an alias. The United 
States has long Jong since declared it felony 
for any American vessel to carry these con- 
tract labourers under any circumstances. 

When the people of this country shall 
become acquainted with the system in all 
its details, its further continuance will be 
impossible, 


THE NEW FIJI COOLIE ORDINANCE.—TERMS 
OF SERVITUDE AND THE NEW WAGES 
SYSTEM. 

Just forty years ago the British Govern- 
ment, by an Order of the Queen in Council 
dated September, 1333, enacted that, ‘* No 
contract for service shall be of any force or 
effect within any of the colonies aforesaid, 
unless the same shall be made within the 
limits and upon the land of the colony in 
which the same is to be performed. No 
such contract for service shall be valid for 
more than one year from its date.” 

Had this ordinance been maintained in 
its integrity, an enormous amount of human 
suffering and moral degradation would have 
been avoided. The departure from this 
wise provision by the extension of the term 


_ of servitude has been followed by conse- 


quences in several of our colonies which 
have dishonoured the British name, By the 
new ordinance sanctioned by the Colonial 
Office in February of the present year, con- 
tracts with Polynesian labourers may now 
be made in Fiji for three years, and for 
coolies from India they may be extended to 
a period of five years. In view of the fact 
that these ignorant victims of a higher 
civilisation, for the most part, cannot pos- 
sibly understand what is comprised in the 
bondage in which they are induced to engage, 
it is impossible to view these extended terms 
of service as not in essence unjust and im- 
moral. Under this new ordinance these 











84 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 


contract lavourers are not to be paid till the 
expiration of the contract, but the wages 
are to be paid half yearly into the Treasury 
toa trust fund from which necessary dis- 


bursements are to be made as required on | 


the termination of the engagement. 


The reasons advanced for this are, that | 


if the wages are not paid before a consti- 
tuted authority, it is doubtful if in some 
cases they would be paid at all; in addition 
to this it is stated that if the money were 


placed in the hands of the emigrant before | 
the termination of his contract he would | 
most certainly be cheated, and would there- | 


fore return without a trade “ box,” and this 
would act as a deterrent to further emigra- 
tion from the place to which he returns; in 
other words he must return with a box well 
filled, in order that it may act as a decoy. 
The ignorant natives must see the ‘‘ well- 
filled box,’’ but the weeks and months and 
years of toil with which it has been pur- 
chased, they cannot see. 

It was maintained in a Fiji paper some 
time ago that one of the first duties of a 
Government was to provide labour for those 
who requireit. Perhaps the writer might 
as well have added that it is the duty of a 
Government to provide profits for all who 
are engaged in agriculture or in commerce. 
Attempts to solve in this manner difficul- 
ties between capital and labour by Govern- 
ment aid, would not in England receive a 
moment’s toleration. 

The appointment of two Royal Commis- 
sions within the last few years," and the 
disclosures made in Mauritius and Dema- 
rara, before the Commissioners, so amply 
justified the wisdom of the Order in Coun- 
cil of 1838, in limiting all contracts to one 


year, that we cannot withhold the expres- | 


sion of our surprise and regret that the 
present Ordinance should have received the 
sanction of the Colonial Office. 

Had fair wages and free labour not been 
supplanted by the compulsory servitude of 
the coolie system in our colonies, England 
would have stood higher in the estimation 
of the world than she does at present ; but 
she now occupies a lower position, and her 
power to fulfil her glorious mission in pro- 
moting the extinction of slavery and the 
Slave-trade is in consequence greatly im- 
paired. 
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THE ASSASSINS OF MARSHAL PRIM 
—ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION 
OF A WITNESS. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 
Madrid, Sept. 15. 

E1eut years have passed away since the 
ablest leader of the Spanish Revolution was 
waylaid and treacherously murdered by a 
band of assassins in the Calle Turco on the 
same day that King Amadeo landed on the 
shores of the Peninsula. Many were the 
arrests made of suspected persons, and 
not a few were detained for several years 
in the prisons of Madrid, Some of the 
accused died in gaol, others were liberated 
for want of sufficient proof, and this very 
summer a man called José Lopez, who had 
been confined for years, was brought before 
the Audiencia of Madrid to answer to the 
charge of participation in the assassination 
of the Duke of Castillijos. This man made 
a declaration in court which caused so much 
sensation that it was commented on by 
almost every paper in the capital. José 
Lopez solemnly assured his judges that he 
was able and ready to make full and com- 
plete revelations on the crime committed in 
the Calle Turco, but he added that he 
would not venture on any revelation unless 
the court undertook at once to have him re- 
moved to a fortress or prison where his life 
would be insafety. This strange declara- 


_ tion caused such an impression when it took 
| place, several weeks ago, that the judges 


suspended the hearing of the case, and sent 
the man back to prison. Since then the 
hearing has not been resumed, and no notice 


_ has been taken, that is officially known, of 


| 


| 


the accused man’s offers. He was replaced 
in the Saladero prison. 

A few days ago the evening journals an- 
nounced that a scuffle had taken place in 
the Saladero prison, and that a prisoner 
had been dangerously stabbed by one of 
his fellow-prisoners. Then this morning 
we read in Zl Imparcial a paragraph ex- 
tracted from the Clamor dela Patria, which 
runs ‘thus :—“ José Lopez, accused in the 
suit pending on the murder of General 
Prim, said before the Audiencia some days 
ago that if they guaranteed his life he would 
speak; and, indeed, since yesterday he lies 
in the hospital, wounded with two fearful 
stabs received in the Saladero of Madrid.” 

This piece of news has been copied by 
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every paper in Madrid, and so far has re- | the crime has until quite recently been 


ceived no official contradiction. It is said 
by some in palliation of this awful occur- 
rence that ‘prisoners in the Saladero enjoy 
much freedom, are allowed to play at cards 
and dice, wear knives, and receive visits 
from their, friends. The lenity of Spanish 
justice towards the criminal classes has de- 
veloped the lawless instincts of the despe- 
rate characters even in Madrid. This 
week an attempt was made to stop a dili- 
gence at Chambéry, a suburb within two 
miles of the Puerto del Sol, at eight p.m. 
The next day, at half-past eight p.m. in the 
Castellana drive, in the centre of Madrid, a 


man, pistol in hand, stopped the carriage of | 


a noble lady, anc cscaped with her purse 
and watch. Promptly pursued on the spot 
by a couple of gendarmes, the thief, who 
declined to stop, was shot just a few yards 
from the fashionable drive. If you turn to 
the provinces you will see railways es- 
corted by armed guards, and diligences 
frequently stopped. The sequestration of 
rich people to get ransoms is a flourishing 


trade in Catalonia and the south of Spain. | 


The Press often complain of these outrages, 
but the fault lies not with the police and 
very eflicient corps of gendarmes, as with 
the judges and courts, which are so tedious 
in procedure, so lax in severity, so weak 


against influence and patronage, that crimi- ° 


nals Jaugh at prison walls or penal servi- 
tude. To no other cause than the inefficiency 
of justice can be attributed the utter failure 
of the inquiry into the murder of General 
Prim. No more stinging criticism, no 
darker accusation, can press on a judicial 
system than the comments of the Madrid 


Press when José Lopez offered to make | 
revelations, and the strange circumstances | 
of his being stabbed within the walls of the | 


Saladero prison.— Daily News. 


THE MURDERERS OF GENERAL 
PRIM AND THE SPANISH GO. 
VERNMENT. 

Ir was near the end of the year 1870 
When the much respected Marshal Prim 
was murdered in one of the streets of 
‘Madrid, since which time a mass of evidence 
has been collected, by the Spanish Govern- 
ment, which fills many folio volumes, but 
no clue as to who were the ‘perpetrators of 














discovered. 

Should the instigators of the crime ever 
be brought to light, we have the strongest 
reason to believe they will be found among 
the extreme slave-party in Madrid. 

It will be seen, by information in another 
column, that the Spanish Government has 
probably now in its power to obtain the 
fullest information as to who are the crimi- 
nal parties if they think proper to do so. 
José Lopez, who has been in prison for 
years, when recently brought before the 
Spanish judges, solemnly declared in open 
court his willingness to give full and com- 
plete revelations on the facts, provided he 
can himself be secured from private assas- 
sination. 

The judges, acting as is usual in Spain 
under the influence of the Government, 
sent him back to prison, within the walls 
of which he has since been stabbed, from 
the effects of which it is doubtful if he can 
survive. 

If it be asked why the Government of 
Spain should act in thismanner, the answer 
will probably be found in the fact that 
it owes its existence to the pro-slavery 
junta in Madrid, two members of which, 
millionaires, whose colossal fortunes were 
amassed in the slave-trade, advanced the 
costs of the popular demonstrations under 
the influence of which the present king was 
seated on the throne, and the present pro- 
slavery Government placed in power. Of 


| course no blame can attach to the youthful 


king, who could not have the slightest 
idea of the designs of his powerful sup- 
porters. 

Spain has long been dragged through the 
mire by the institution of slavery in Cuba 
—the ruthless execution of every soul on 
the Virginus—the merciless shooting of the 
eight boy-students in Havannah, and the 
sentence of thirty others to work in the 
chain-gangs with felons for defacing the 


| gravestone of a pro-slavery volunteer will 


not be forgotten by the present generation. 

Will she, for the sake of slavery, now 
incur the further infamy of attempting to 
screen from the public eye the murderers of 
General Prim ? 


ston . Si Fre ee — q es Sat a ta IE CT MTR RT Re ee ne 
eee ee ge eee ae 
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THE NATIVE CUBAN PARTY IN 
MAVANNAH.— PROPOSED ABO- 
LITION or SLAVERY IN CUBA. 


Our correspondent in Madrid writes ;— 
Hi Impareial, the principal Radical paper 
in Madrid, publishes tie following extracts 
of the Programme of the Liberal Junta in 
Havannah. This programme was drawn 
up after a meeting of the most influential 
representatives of the Liberal party, and it 
was inserted by #l Triunyo, the organ of 
the party which advocates a very extensive 
system of reforms in the island. 

‘** Programa del Partido Liberal de la Isla 
de Cuba—Cuestion Social.—The complete 





application in Cuba of Article 21 of the | 
Moret Law, which runs thus :—‘ The Go- | 


vernment will present to the Cortes, when 
the deputies of Cuba will have taken their 


seats in the House, a draft of law for the 


emancipation of slaves which may be in 
bondage when this law is brought in, and 
for indemnity to their possessors.’ Simul- 
taneous reglamentation of the work of free 
coloured men, and of the moral and intel- 
lectual education of the freed, del liderto, 
White immigration exclusively, giving pre- 
ference to that which brings in entire 


families, and removing all the formalities | 


which oppose the immigration from the 


peninsulaand from foreign parts, encourage | 
both when arising from initiative of indi- | 


viduals. Cuestion economica.—Repeal of 
the duty on all products of Cuba when ex- 
ported. Reform of Cuban tariffs, on the 


understanding that all import duties be , 
purely fiscal; abolition of all duties which | 
partake of the nature of differential, whether | 
they are styled specific or flag duties. Re- | 


duction to the limit of fiscal duties of all the 
imposts which Cuban sugars and molasses 
pay in the Custom House of Spain. Trea- 
ties of commerce between Spain and foreign 
countries, chiefly with the United States, 
on the basis of the most complete recipro- 
city in tariffs between them and Cuba, and 
granting to all foreign produce in the Cus- 
tom House and ports of the island the 
same franchises and privileges which 
those nations will grant ours in their own 
ports.” 

These novel outlines of a Liberal policy 
form part of a much longer programme, 
which embraces almost every civil and 
political reform which the Cubans intend to 
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ask of the Cortes after the elections, which 
will take place in the spring of next year. 
The Liberal Junta in Havannah, Hl Jin- 
parcial says, will be backed by the Captain- 
General of the Island, who had included 
most of these reforms among the public or 
amongst the secret clauses of the Convenio 
of Camaguey when the Autonomists con- 
sented to Jay down their arms. The eman- 
cipation of slaves is sure to meet much 
resistance, and the Moret law,* which was 
carried out in Puerto Rico, will be opposed 
by the planters of Cuba. They pretend 
that unless the State allows them a gradual 
extinction of slavery, and also the rapid 
introduction of coolie labour, they cannot 
mect the requirements of the sugar and 
coffee crops, which are the source of colo- 
nial prosperity. The Liberal Junta is very 
hostile to the coolies, because they are 
viewed with much antipathy by the 
coloured population, and they receive at 
the hands of their employers a treatment 
very much akin to slavery. The inquiry 
instituted by the British Government re- 
vealed, a few years ago, the shameful ill- 
treatment of the Chinese in Cuba, and the 
Liberal Junta prefers free white labour. 
The planters are determined to ask the 
Cortes very slow and very restrictive 
measures for the emancipation, and for 
binding down the negroes to labour for a 
term of years. The abolitionists of Havan- 
nah will not find it an easy task even in 
Madrid to overcome the great clique which 
is headed by the too-famous Casino Espanol 
of Havannah, which commands in the 
capital of Spain the Zpoca and the Politica, 
organsof the Conservative Cabinet. Hitherto 
the planters had so much interest and 
patronage at their disposal that no Gover- 
nor-General in Cuba, and certainly no 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, would 
have countenanced such plans as we read 
of in the Liberal document forwarded to 
this country by the last mail. Times are 
changing, and it seems that the fear of 
**Cubra Libre’ has awed the spirit of re- 
action, and slavery may be swept away 
from its last stronghold in the West Indies. 
—Daily Neves. 


* It was not by the Moret Law, but by a 
special Act of the Cortes, that the abolition of 
slavery in Porto Rico was effected.—Ep. 
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SLAVERY IN CUBA; THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT. 

Ir is now about eight years since the 
Government of the United States invited 
the British Government to unite with it in 
efforts to put an end to the Civil War in 
Cuba, and to bring about the abolition 
of slavery in that Island. The British 
Government declined to accede to the pro- 
posal, since which the war has been con- 
tinued till a very recent period; a hundred 
thousand lives have been sacrificed, Spain 
has been drained of her resources, and has 
been obliged to compound with her creditors, 
and Cuba has incurred an enormous debt, 
to pay the interest on which the Island is 
at this moment subjected to a most grinding 
taxation. 

It is now proposed that the Government 
of the United States should repeat its offer 
to join with the British Government in a 
protest against the further continuance of 
slavery in Cuba. Will the British Govern- 
ment accept the offer? The following re- 
marks on the subject are taken from an 
American paper :—‘‘ The American and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society proposes, in a 
letter to Secretary Evarts, that our Govern- 
ment renew its former invitations to Euro- 
pean Governments to join in a protest 
against the existence of slavery in Cuba, 
and expresses the belief that the British 
Foreign Office, at least, would promptly 
join in such a movement. This memorial 
ought to have, and no doubt will have, a 
favourable hearing. There should be no 
such thing as slavery on any American soil, 
and our Government ought not to hesitate to 
do again what she has done before, to bring 
freedom in Cuba, especially as the mother 
country might now more easily grant this 
request,” 


CHINESE COOLIES IN PERU AND 
CUBA. 

Tue following translation of the Preface 
to the Report of the Chinese Commissioners 
sent to inquire into the condition of Chinese 

.Coolies in Cuba and Peru, has been sent to 
us for publication. The language of course 
is Eastern, and the Commissioners have em- 
ployed forms of expression for the use of 
which they only, of course, are responsible. 
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The report, which is printed in the English, 
Chinese, and French languages, teems with 
facts of the most painful character. 


PICTURES OF A LIVING HELL, WITH 
EXPLANATIONS. 
Preface. 

BuppursM because of its doctrine of re- 
tribution teaches the existence of Hell. Its 
mountain of knives, tree of swords, cal- 
drons of oil, and freezing ice, and eighteen 
depths of tortures, are illustrated and de- 
scribed in a book, in order to convert men’s 
hearts and warn them against evil. But 
What it says of hungry ghosts, of men re- 
born as beasts, and of perdition’s two roads, 
seem to be half fiction; and although men 
do not regard them as altogether imaginary 
and false, still they say, Believe them and 
they exist; disbelieve and they exist not! 
But the ill-treatment of Chinese coolies in 
Peru and Cuba, their oppression in ten 
thousand ways, so that they pray for life 
and cannot live; pray for death and cannot 
die, until those who see and hear their 
sufferings are greatly distressed—this is a 
living not an everlasting Hell. Peru is on 
the west of South America; Cuba is an 
island belonging to Spain, in the east of 
the bay which is between North and South 
America; both are many thousands of miles 
from China. The inhabitants are all de- 
scended from the people of the west, and 
are called White men. They are a. lazy, 
grumbling, drunken set, too indolent to till 
their fields, and unaccustomed to labour. 
The rate of wages among the people of the 
country is excessively high, and their dis- 
position too fierce for service, and they are 
too few to cultivate their lands, hence there 
is a constant anxiety lest their fields should 
be barren. Formerly they bought many 
black slaves, and drove them to their fields 
like oxen and horses. Afterwards England 
and the United States issued stringent pro- 
hibitions, and did not grudge much money 
to redeem the black slaves, and besides, 
with their war ships, guarded the seas to 
arrest the slave dealers. In the reign of 
Taou Kwang, at Macao, in the Canton 
province, first began a commercial inter- 
course. Those who formerly used to seize 
and sel] the black men, on account of the 
extreme rigour of the English and American 
prohibitions, came over to China, and estab- 
lished barracoons in Macao, enticing the 











88 


blacklegs of Canton and Foh-kien to join 
with them and be their tools, and kidnapped 
wherever they went. They made great 
promises and enticed with fair words, 
Those whom they deceived immediately 
they entered the barracoons were as if in 
the infernal regions. They were compelled 
to sign contracts, and embark on foreign 
ships. The unwilling were chained with 
heavy chains and beaten with leather 
whips. Some died before they left the 
barracoons. Some died on board. ship. 
When they arrived at Peru and Cuba, it 
constantly happened that out of a hundred 
men, hardly half were living. When the 
ship arrived at the foreign port they were 
driven into the slave market for the pur- 
chasers to select as they liked. They 
stripped off the clothes from the Chinese, 
and examined them naked, as though buying 
brute beasts. For they tried their strength 
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to see if they were fit for hard work, in | 


order to fix their price. 


They were set to | 


different tasks, such as cutting grass or | 
sugar-cane, stone-cutting, road-making, — 
digging guano, making sugar, and had to | 


work from three o’clock in the morning 
to nine o’clock at night. They hardly 
rested night and day. One man had to 
do the work of several men; one day 
the work of several days. The harder 
the work the poorer was its pay. The 
clothes and food were poor and bad, 
unfit for those suffering from illness, and 
they were not allowed to ask for a furlough. 
We have heard Americans, who have come 
from those places to China, say :—The 
Peruvians and Cubans treat the Chinese 
labourers with extreme cruelty and tyranny, 
ten million times worse than the black men. 


They flog them for nothing, and do not stop | 


till the skin is broken and the flesh flies. 
Their food is plantains, mountain yams, 
and vegetables, aJl provided by themselves. 
They are clothed in sacks of hemp, cut open, 
and have only this one covering summer and 
winter. Their sleeping and cooking places 
are damp and not fit for dogs or pigs, so 
that all kinds of diseases are engendered, so 
that many die from this cause. The cost of 
medicines for the sick, and of the hemp 
clothes, &c., is deducted from their wages, 
so that of this they get very little. If they 
must rely upon the savings from their 
waves to return to China then not one out 
of 10,000,000 could ever return. Of those 
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who have fulfilled the eight years’ contract 
not one man in 10,000,000 could save his 
life. Although the contract originally 
agreed that at the end of the term the 
labourer should be sent back (to China) but 
this stipulation isaslippery one. There are 
men who have laboured in places in Peru 
more than twenty years, and have served 
their term long ago, and are not released. 
Probably it is the same with all who are up 
in the mountains. The Chinese who are 
enduring these bitter sufferings are well 
aware there is no chance of escaping with 
life, some throw themselves down wells, 
some hang themselves, some cut their 
throats or take poison. Some lave even 
thrown themselves into the sugar-boilers, 
or throw themselyes under the sugar- 
crushers. Some lic across the railway, and 
are tcrn in pieces by the trains, and others 
cast themselves into the furnaces and are 
burnt toashes. Moreover there were several 
hundred men who agreed together to cast 
themselves at the same time into the sea, 
and destroy themselves. Of the rest some 
were shot, or cut down by the swords of 
the overseers, or tied to the tails of horses 
and dragged to death, or worried by fierce 
dogs. The different kinds of cruelty are 
innumerable, If by good luck they escaped 
with life to the end of their term, they had 
but a small balance of wages to receive, and 
it was next to impossible for them to return 
home, and they had no resource but to try 
some peddling trade to support life. The 
natives pursue them with a hundred species 
of violence and deceit, and cease not until 
their money is all gone. Those who are 
disabled by wounds or disease are driven 
out to beg food, and at last die in the 
ditches. The dead are uncoffined and un- 
buried, their corpses are left to feed the 
birds and beasts. Moreover we hear that 
of old the bones of oxen and horses were 
burnt to ashes and mixed in the boilers to 
refine the sugar, but recently they have 
used the bones of Chinamen for this 
purpose. Alas! alas! cruelties and oppres- 
sions so extreme as these are worse than 
hell. If it is not a living hell what is it! 
See how all the newspapers of all the 
countries in the world are greatly op- 
posed to the oppression of coolies in Peru 
and Cuba, and wish that the great officers 
of China would memorialise the Emperor 
to devise some plan to save them. That 
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which all these newspapers relate of the 
oppressions of the Chinese coolies has been 
received from eye-witnesses, It isreckoned 
that the number of those who have been 
deceived into these foreign engagements is 
about one hundred thousand, whose names 
and surnames, ages and parentage, can be 
verified: this is no invention nor baseless 
talk. In this book we have cases of the 
greatest cruelty depicted and explained after 
the manner of the Buddhist books above- 
mentioned, under the title of the ‘‘ Living 
Hell,” that our Chinese people may see and 
be alarmed, and henceforth not be deceived 
by enticing words about great gain, and 
preserve their lives. As for the hundred 
thousand who are already in Peru and Cuba 
the Government will certainly have power 
to devise a plan to save them, and also to 
prohibit future emigration. All the king- 
doms also have of themselves just debated, 
and do not, like savages, dare to give wild 
counsels without deliberation. And we 
remember the powerful benevolence of the 
Emperor which regards the people as his 
children, and whenever droughts, inunda- 
tions, or other calamities occur, sends them 
relief, compassionating the distressed and 
saving the poor. There is none so Jow as 
not to be reached by this kindness. When 
does it fail to provide a way of life for the 
Chinese all over the world? But what can 
be done for those who are deceived and 
leave their paternal kingdom to enter the 
dens of wolves and fall into tigers’ mouths ? 
Ten thousand to one they will not save their 
lives; still less preserve their gains. Is it 
not distressing ? Our desire is, that those 
who read this book may embody the life- 
loving virtue of heaven and earth, and, look- 
ing up, assist the Imperial heart, loving his 
people, by spreading abroad this intelligence, 
so that the country people who can read 
may all know and understand. Although 
the past cannot be undone, the future may 
be overtaken. Our hope is that benevolent- 
minded genticmen will sympathise with this 
effort. This is the preface. 


COOLIES ENTICED rrom TRINIDAD 
TO CUBA. 

WE are informed that a number of coolies 

have been enticed from Trinidad to Cuba, 

where, of course, practically they will be 
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slaves. The Colonial Office has been in- 
formed of the fact. We trust they will lose 
no time in issuing the necessary instructions 
to our Consul in Cuba, in order that these 
people may receive some kind of protection 
in their new and dangerous position. 








REVIVAL OF THE CHINESE COOLIE 
TRAFFIC TO PERU. 


In the consideration of the question 
whether emigration from the ports of China 
to Peru might with any show of fairness be 
again called into active existence, it is 
essentially necessary to keep in view the 
conditions under which such emigration 
operated in the past. Now unfortunately, 
with nations as with individuals, practical 
people have a habit of arguing from ante- 
cedents. Peru behaved so badly when she 
had, so to speak, a generous and constant 
flow of immigration to draw from for her 
needs, that it was found necessary to stay 
the stream peremptorily and at its source, 
Now, when she wishes to attract to her 
shores once more the workmen whose toil 
was before abused, she need not be surprised 
that their protectors insist upon her giving 
substantial guarantee for their good treat- 
ment. Mere maudlin sentimentalism, en. 
couraged by those who think they can see 
a profit in a newly-organised and benevolent 
traffic in live human flesh, is that which 
says, ‘Peru, it is true, may have caused 
her very name to stink in the nostrils of 
those who abhor cruelty, oppression and 
the coinage of the sweat of our kind into 
gold for the filling of one’s own purse; but 
you see how thoroughly she has reformed, 
how penitent she is, how she asseverates 
that, if you will only let her coolies come 
back to her, she will make their lives as 
happy as were those of their first parents in 
Eden, before the serpent tempted.” All 
this the optimist, and he who believes in 
rapid conversions, might credit. Common 
sense puts no faith in mere promises, unless 
they are supported by something in the 
shape of good security. What would the 
world think of the magistrate who, on the 
garotter’s or the wife beater’s expression of 
the sincerest penitence, and vows of reform, 
should turn him lose once more upon his 
victims on the bare guarantee of his plighted 
word? And in this case the judge humanity 
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insists that Peru shall do something more 
than merely protest that any Chinese coolies 
aliowed to emigrate to her plantations shall 
be fairly treated and justly paid: not over- 
worked, starved, beaten, defrauded, mur- 
dered. 

The old system under which coolie emi- 
gration was conducted from China is not 
unknown to those foreigners who have 
lived in that country, nor indeed to those 
in Japan who remember the revelations 
made when the case of the Maria Luz was 
before the public. Peasants kidnapped, 
drugged, and sold to a slave-master yclept 
‘* an agent,” and imprisoned in a barracoon ; 
youths, ambitious and anxious to travel, 
decoyed by specious tales of easy work, 
handsome remuneration, and rapid fortunes 
to be made under a delightful climate, locked 
up in the same den until the ship-load was 
complete. Next, the slave-ship, otherwise 
the ‘‘ coolie-ship,” whose horrors of confine- 
ment, starvation, filth, disease, ill-usage, 
fully equalled any ever experienced in a 
slaver, bearing unblushingly the true name, 
sailing from an African coast. Last, the 
landing of the survivors, many or few, of 
the freight, their despatch to the plantation, 
where, as “free” labourers planting under 
a burning sun, writhing and tviling under 
the whip of their masters, they dragged out 
a brief existence in slavery the most cruel 
and complete. 

Governor Hennessey and Li Hung Chang 
are acting humanely and wisely in putting 
all the obstruction they can in the way of 
the renewal, under any condition of change, 
of ‘such a state of things as this, and each 
of them can afford to laugh to scorn the 
abuse which is showered upon him by the 
organs of companies which would enter 
upon the traffic as a matter of speculation, 
and of the planters whose fertile estates, 
through their own short-sighted cruelty, are 
now waste for want of cultivators. The 
fine steamer Perusi«, despatched from San 
Francisco to Hong Kong to initiate the trans- 
port of free emigrants to Callao, was, at the 


date of latest advices, lying at Whampao, | 


below Canton, having been unable to obtain 
the cargo she sought, 

While, in the words of the treaty between 
China and Peru, we admit the “ inalienable 
right of man to change his home,” we would 
not extend the meaning of that phrase so 
far as to admit that one man has the in- 








[OCTOBER, 1878. 


alienable right to induce another man to 
change his home for a prison by false pre- 
tences and lying contracts. Before Chinese 
immigration can be again introduced into 
Peru there are many points to be settled- 
Not only must such guarantees as will be 
deemed satisfactory for the fulfilment by 
the latter of her share of the contract be 
given, but special measures, such as the 
appointment of resident Chinese agents, 
with full powers for the protection of their 
nationals, from the time of their Janding to 
that of their departure, have to be taken. 
Emigration to many countries has been a 
benefit both to China and to her people: 
Chinese emigration to Peru was but one 
long woe. That it may be so again the 
Chinese authorities have every right to 
suppose, as they have to put a stop to its 
recommencement by every means at their 
disposal, until they are convinced by some- 
thing more substantial than mere promises 
that it will no more be so. Meanwhile their 
suspicion and watchfulness, far from being 
blameworthy, are righteous and commend- 
able.— Tokio Times. 


CHINA TO PERU.—THE ADOPTION 
OF A NEW ROUTE AND THE 
REASON WHY. 


PEOPLE in San Francisco, some for selfish 
and others for more commendable reasons, 
mistrust the proposed renewal of China- 
Peru coolie emigration, A gentleman, who 
has seen the working of the system on the 
plantations, writing by last mail, cites a 
number of objections, mostly humanitarian, 
to the employment in the field, under Peru- 
vian rule, of Chinese labour. And a San 
Francisco journal suggests trouble which 
may ensue, it thinks, from the traffic as it 
is at present proposed to conduct it, with 
that seaport made a place of call for the 


| vessels :— 





‘** We think it is unfortunate that theagents 
for coolie emigration to Peru should make 
San Francisco a way station, more especially 
as the local conditions are such as to create 
suspicion that an attempt is being made to 
flood this stute with Chinese, in anticipation 
of congressional action. We are aware that 
such an impression has got abroad, and it 
may be productive of serious complications. 
But our remark is called for by the fact that 
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coolie emigration to Peru via San Francisco 
may complicate the Chinese question in 
another way which may become very em- 
barrassing to our Government. It is well 
known that an Imperial Commissioner from 
China reported so unfavourably of the con- 
dition of the coolies in Peru that the emigra- 
tion to that country was prohibited. Now, 
is it not probable that the present movement 
is an evasion of that prohibition, and that 
Chinese coolies intended for time servitude 
in Peru, under extremely low conditions, 
are shipped in China ostensibly for this 
country? If so, the Peking government 
will have just cause for complaint against 
this country. The plea of cheap transport 
will not hold good, because covolies could 
be transported more cheaply from China to 
Peru direct than they can be by way of 
San Francisco. Altogether this is a very 
suspicious transaction, and we direct the 
attention of the United States authorities 
to the same.”—7okio Times. 





THREATENED NEW LOAN TO 
LIBERIA. 


Tue Loan contracted in London in the 





name of Liberia a few years since—a Loan | 


which has brought so much unmerited dis- 
grace upon that country and its people, who, 
we believe, did not receive a third of the 
amount for which they were made respon- 
sible—has rendered us keenly alive to all 
rumours of projected financial operations in 
which the name of the Republic is in any 
way mentioned. We believe immense harm 
to have been donc by the Loan in question, 
not only to the unfortunate innocent bond- 
holders, who advanced money for which 
they are not receiving any return, but also 
to the Republic in whose name the Loan 
was contracted. We have adverted more 
than once to the unhealthy notoriety given 
to Liberia by constantly-recorded banquets, 
and hele-and-corner meetings in London, of 
which inflated accounts are made to find 
their way into the daily journals ; and when- 
ever we observe any increasing activity in 
this calculated display of interest in the 
welfare of Liberia, and this self-laudation 
of its professed friends, we become suspicious 
of some new evil about to be hatched by 
the diligent incubators. There has been 
that ‘increased activity” of late; and we 
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were not, therefore, surprised to hear that 
efforts were being made to increase the in- 
debtedness which every true friend of Liberia 
has deeply deplored. Rumours have reached 
us that some parties, whose names have not 
been mentioned to us, are far advanced in 
negotiations in Paris for a new Loan, to be 
subscrived in France, of the nominal amount 
of 2,000,000fr., or £80,000 sterling. French 
creditors are a very clamorous body of men. 
They would most probably appeal to their 


Government for justice, as there would al- ° 


most certainly have been mis-statements on 
which they could base the charge of fraudu- 
lent deception. The French Government 
would, it is not at all unlikely, demand the 
payment of the amounts due to their sub- 
jects, and adopt measures to enforce their 
claim. The French Government are, as the 
people of Sierra Leone know to their cost, 
not at all indisposed to territorial acqui- 
sitions in North-west and West Africa; and 
Monrovia and Cape Palmas might be taken 
possession of as securities for the repayment 
of the principal and interest of the Paris 
Loan. If once thus taken possession of, the 
Republic of Liberia will have come to an 
end, and Liberia would become a depen- 


| dency of the French Republic, or Empire, 


as the case may be. Such an end to the 


_ first civilised negro nation on the West 
Coast of Africa would be indeed a deplo- 





rable event; and the citizens of Liberia 
should exert themselves, in representations 
to their Government authorities, to render 
impossible a transaction that could by any 
possibility involve such a contingency.— 
From the “* African Times.” 


JAPAN TO PERU; COOLIE TRAFFIC 
PROHIBITED. 

THe steamer Oceanic, of the Pacific mail 
service, arrived at San Francisco on the 
1st of September, and brought the follow- 
ing items of news from Japan. Intelligence 
was received at Yokohama, on the 29th of 
July, of the signing of the new treaty at 
Washington, July 24th, between the United 
States and Japan. It is understood the 
treaty confers reciprocal commercial advan- 
tages from which all other nations are ex- 
cluded, except on condition of accepting 
the same mutual obligations. A Chamber 
of Commerce, composed of Japanese mer- 
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chants and bankers, has been established 
at Tokio. J. G. Kennedy replaces A. H. 
Mounsey as Secretary of the British Lega- 
tion at Tokio. The attempt to secure Japa- 
nese workmen as emigrants to Peru has 
been interrupted by the Government, which 
will not expose its subjects to a risk of the 
treatment received by the Chinese coolies 
in Peru. The ship chartered to carry them 
to Peru sailed without them. 








ATTEMPT or ENGLISH MERCHANTS 
to INTRODUCE OPIUM into JAPAN. 


INTELLIGENCE from authentic sources in 
England gives assurance that the memor. 
able decision of the British Court in Yoko- 
hama decreeing that English merchants 
may import opium, notwithstanding the 
prohibition by treaty, has been reversed by 
the British Government. The details are 
not yet fully known, but it is understood in 
official circles that the action of the British 
Acting Law Secretary and of the Minister 
Plenipotentiary will be finally disapproved. 
This news has been carefully withheld from 
public knowledge up to the present time. 
The domestic loan put on the market last 
May for 12,500,000 dols. was fully sub- 
scribed for by the middle of July. This 
was the first attempt of Japan to negotiate 
a home loan, and it was much derided by 
English capitalists, who intrigued to secure 
the loan in their country. Its failure was 
predicted by foreigners generally, and the 
result is consequently doubly gratifying to 
the national authorities.— Times. 


THE EAST AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


Tut Rey. Horace Waller writes to the 
Times :—‘‘ Letters just received by me from 
Zanzibar, dated the 25th of July, show us 
that a sudden revival has taken place in the 
exportation of slaves from the vicinity of 
the Portuguese port of Mozambique, and 
that the traffic is at present actively carried 
on between that neighbourhood and the 
Madagascar coast. One dhow was recently 
wrecked on the passage, and out of her 
cargo of 100 slaves but a few were picked 
up alive; three other dhows sailed, it is 
said, at the same time. This statement is 
supplemented by the same mail from another 
totally different source, situated in the in- 
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terior of the country, and bordering upon 
the Portuguese settlements which lie in the 
department of the Governor of Mosambique, 
Organised slave-collecting expeditions are 
again afoot, and the slaves, as of old, are 
sent off to the Portuguese towns of Senna 
and Tette. The collection of the slaves is 
undoubted; their destination is given on 
native authority, but, I may say, under 
circumstances which leave us little room to 
question the correctness of the report. The 
cause of the resuscitation of the export trade 
in slaves is not hard to account for. The 
recent death of our most vigilant Mozam- 
bique Consul, Captain Elton, the consequent 
vacancy, together with the withdrawal of 
some of Her Majesty’s vessels from the 
Madagascar cruising station, furnish just 
that opportunity which any one who knows 
the ways of the coast-line Portuguese can 
see they will avail themselves of. It is 
curious and significant to find among these 
letters the following statement, which bears 
out Admiral Corbett’s words so fully:— 
‘The Sultan of Zanzibar’s new force is 
making itself well felt. The Sultan has 
now commenced to interfere between the 
slave-owner and the slave in matters of 
punishment, and a new system is being 
inaugurated; but one is afraid when he 
thinks how much depends on the Sultan’s 
one life, for there is not another man out 
here who sees his line of action as the 
present man does.’ In one form or another 
such reports as those which relate to the 
Portuguese have not ceased to find their 
way into the Zimes at intervals during 
twenty years. It seems as if the Portuguese 
are case-hardened against the remonstrances 
which they have called forth diplomatically 
and otherwise. But surely at this late hour 
it is not too much to ask that the Lisbon 
Government should search and see if there 
be not among its own fine sailors some one 
capable of going to the East African coast 
determined to tear out this ever-deepening 
stain upon their flag, and, when there, en- 
during enough to carry out their good 
intentions, If the disgust and never-ceas- 
ing irritation felt by most English and 
French at Portugal’s thwarting lukewarm- 
ness produce no result, will not  self- 
respect arouse her when it is shown that 
the Mohammedan Sultan of Zanzibar on the 
one side, and the Queen of Madagascar on 
the other, are frustrated in their Christian- 
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like efforts by the réle which a Christian 
Power wiil hardly raise a finger to touch or 
alter, however prodigal she may be of 
fair words to diplomatists and indignation 
against those who expose these deeds?” 





AFRICAN EXPLORATION. 
(To the Editor of The Times.) 


Srr,—It is not for the purpose of in- 
dulging personal feeling, but because they 
may prove of some use to future travellers, 
that I ask you kindly to publish the follow- 
ing facts in answer,to Mr. James Stevenson’s 
letter of the 27th of August :— 

1, The Machinga are, I believe, not Man- 
goni, or, as Mr. Stevenson calls them 
Maviti, 

2. As to their being ‘‘ dangerous” to 
future explorers, and as to their country 
lying on the direct route to Merere’s, they 
have been ejected from the corner of 
Merere’s empire in which they had been 
allowed to settle, and those that have not 
been dispersed among and absorbed into 
other tribes have doubtless by this time 
been annihilated by the Wasango and Mak- 
wangwala. 

3. When Mr. Stevenson speaks of the 
Machinga being ‘ opposed by the English, 
and defeated with great slaughter,” he is 
evidently not aware that they were not 
defeated by Merere’s men, but were com- 
pelied to raise the siege by the approach 
ef the Makwangwala, Merere’s allies. The 
“slaughter” before our arrival had been 
considerable on both sides. After our ar- 
rival there was scarcely any, except what 
was inflicted on the scattered bands of the 
retreating army, and against which we 
protested vainly. 

4. The “imprisonment of the three head 
men of their carriers” is one of several in- 
acurate expressions that may give a very 
false idea of the case, The event alluded 
to took place among the Wa Chungu, allies 
of Merere, at a distance of about 100 miles 
from Usango. It merely amounted to 
placing under partial surveillance the three 
head men whom the chief had made respon- 
sible for the good conduct of the carriers. 
We told them that one might return if he 
liked and report to their chief how his 
carriers had behaved, deserting en masse ; 
but they preferred to remain with us and 
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scoured the country for fresh carriers. The 
justice of the act was fully allowed by the 
men themselves, and they consented of 
their own accord to consider themselves. 
our prisoners, saying it would prove their 
innocence of complicity with the deserters. 
Why the party in the Ilala, fully armed, 
and more numerous than we, became panic- 
stricken and took to flight can only be ex- 
plained by the fact that there is a right and 
a wrong way of dealing with the suspicions. 
of the African natives. I passed almost 
alone (having lagged behind on account of 
fever) through the midst of this so-called 
hostile tribe, and met no sign of unfriend- 
liness whatever from the armed multitude 
of warriors of Uchungu, and most willingly 
would I trust myself among them again. 

5. Lastly, the idea that Consul Elton, an 
experienced traveller, sent by command of 
Her Majesty’s Government to visit the 
Nyassa, and whom Dr. Kirk had advised to 
return from the north end through Usango, 
was poaching on the preserves of the Free 
Church of Scotland by exploring a country 
lying at a distange of about 500 miles from 
the little mission station of Livingstonia 
must surely appear rather amusing to those 
whose minds do not labour under the fatal 
influence of a combination of odium theologi- 
cum und odium geographicum. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
H. B. Correri.y. 


10, North Manor Place, Edinburgh, Aug. 31. 





NEGRO MISSIONARIES FOR 
CENTRAL AFRICA. 


Last evening a large assembly con- 
gregated in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, to 
bid farewell to Messrs. Richardson and 
Johnson, who, with their wives, are about 
to leave England to work as missionaries in 
Central Africa, They are all of negro blood, 
being freed slaves from the American States, 
and the two men have been, for the past two 
years, in the Pastors’ College. The chair 
was taken by the Rey. C. H. Spurgeon, who 
said that this was one of the most interesting 
occasions that could occur for any of those 
present, for they were all interested in the 
college, out of which a great many mission- 
aries had been sent. They had now two, 
who, being of African race, were considered 
to be well fitted to send to Africa to preach 
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to their brethren. He had known most of 
Mr. Johnson, about whom there was much 
that was very loveable; as, indeed, there 
was also about his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Richardson. Only Mr. Johnson would be 
supported by the Baptist Society, and he 
was going to share his living with his 
brother-in-law. He (Mr. Spurgeon) remem- 
bered when the Tabernacle was first opened, 
a black man speaking there, who said he 
was descended from the Queen of Sheba, 
because he was “ black but comely.” These 
men were black, but had comeliness within, 
and he hoped they would win many souls, 
Mr. Spurgeon then uttered a prayer for 
their welfare and success. Mr. Johnson 
sang a song of his own writing, ‘ Ethi- 
opia shall stretch out her hands to God;” 
after which he gave an account of his own 
life as a slave in Virginia, till the memorable 
3rd April, 1865, at ten in the morning, when 
he, with all other slaves in the States, 
became free; and he frightened his wife by 
shouting, ‘‘ Hurrah for freedom.” He went 
on to tell how he had worked on till he was 
able to come to the Pastor’s College; and he 
cordially thanked all present for the kind- 
ness he had experienced in England. During 
the evening several hymns were sung by 
the choir, as well as some other poems by 
the Africans.—Daily News. 


SLAVERY IN TURKEY. 
IlOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Snort y before the prorogation of Par- 
liament, this subject received the following 
passing notice :— 

Mr. Baxter said the hon. gentleman the 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs had 
requested him to put the question then 
which stood in his name for to-morrow. It 
was to ask whether any communications 
had passed between Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the Ottoman Porte with respect 
to the slave-trade in the Turkish Empire, 
and whether any convention had been pro- 
posed in reference to the status of slavery. 

Mr. Bourke: The Porte has expressed 
its willingness to enter into a convention 
for the abolition of the slave-trade. A con- 
vention on the subject was some time ago 
prepared, and was sent out to Turkey on 
the 9th of June, and the Government are 
still in communication with the Porte on 
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the subject. With respect to the status of 
slavery, that, the right hon. gentleman 
knows very well, is quite a different thing. 


Her Majesty’s Government have always. 


done and always will do their best to dis- 
courage slavery wherever and whenever 
they can, and they have done a great deal 
to encourage foreign Governments to abolish 
slavery. I need not remind the House that 
the Sultan of Zanzibar, under the influence 
of the British Government, did a great deal 
to abolish the slave-trade in his dominions, 
and I believe that those acts have been 
appreciated by this country. We have also 
been successful in making a slave-trade 
convention with Egypt, under which Egypt 
undertakes to afford facilities for the abo- 
lition of the sluve-trade in the Red Sea. I 
need not add that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment will continue to pursue the same 
policy. 

Mr. W. E. Forster: The hon. gentle- 
man has not replied to the question whether 
Her Majesty’s Government have been in 
communication with the Ottoman Porte 
with regard to the question of slavery. 

Mr. Bourke said he had drawn a distine- 
tion between two things, slavery and the 
status of slavery, and stated that with respect 
to slavery a convention had been sent out 
to Turkey, and that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were in communication with the Porte 
on the subject at the present time. He need 
not repeat what he had said in reference to 
the status of slavery. Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment was anxious to discourage and abolish 
slavery wherever and whenever it existed. 

Mr. W. E. Forster said he was afraid 
the hon. gentleman did not quite understand 
the question he was anxious to ask. No 
doubt, Her Majesty's Government would do 
everything they could to destroy slavery, 
but what was asked was whether there 
had been any communication between the 
Government and the Ottoman Porte with 
regard to the question of slavery. 

Mr. Bourke seid he had no doubt that 
in any correspondence which had been going 
on between Her Majesty’s Government and 
the Porte on the question of the slave-trade 
they had indicated their opinion very plainly 
to the Porte with respect to the abolition 
of slavery. 
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SLAVERY IN CYPRUS. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 


EARL GRANVILLE rose to ask the noble 
marquis the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs a question of which he had given 
him private notice. Before doing so, he 
begged to express his gratitude to the noble 
marquis for the advice he gave him last 
night when he asked for some information 
about the island of Cyprus. The noble 
marquis referred him to the Zncyclopedia 
Britannica. Well, he had consulted that 
authority, but found that it devoted only 
fifteen lines to the island, and did not afford 
that information for which he was now 
about to ask. Some days ago, in the absence 
of the noble marquis, he asked the Lord 
President a question on the subject of 
slavery in Cyprus. He hoped he would now 
get a more specific answer than he received 
from the noble duke. He wanted to know 
to what extent slavery existed in the island, 
and what steps Her Majesty’s Government 
proposed to take in the matter. 

The Marquis of SALIsBuRY said that Sir 
Garnet Wolseley had not yet arrived in the 
islind, and consequently had not had an 
opportunity of supplying the Government 
with any information as the result of his 
own observation in the matter. He had no 
official information to give the noble earl, 
and, of course, after the researches of the 
noble earl himself, he would not offer him 
any other. As soon as the Government 
were in possession of some facts from Sir 
Garnet Wolseley, they would consider what 
decision they ought to come to on the sub- 
ject. He had heard with satisfaction the 
recommendation of his noble friend the late 
Viceroy of India that in respect of distant 
places the Government should not act with- 
out communicating with the authorities on 
the spot. That was a wise doctrine, and one 
that had peculiar application in the case of 
an island which had come so recently under 
our administration as Cyprus had. 

Viscount CARDWELL said Cyprus was not 
protected territory, but a Crown colony, 
and surely the noble marquis did not mean 
to say, that an island falling under the 
Government of the Crown was one in which 
slavery could any longer exist ? 
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SLAVERY UNDER BRITISH PRO- 
TECTION. 


Our Premier and Foreign Secretary went 
to Berlin to save the remnants of Turkish 
power, and they boast that they have re- 
placed under the Sultan’s sway a large 
population which had escaped from it, as 
well as saved him from extensive overthrow 
in parts of Asia. With Turkish authority 
they have saved Turkish slavery. It is not 
the first time our present Government has 
taken measures to perpetuate slavery. The 
Fugitive Slave-catching Circular, that pro- 
posed to make our naval commanders the 
instruments of sending freed men back to 
slavery, even when they had taken refuge 
under the British flag on the open sea, 
might have been drafted by the slave- 
owners themselves. Circular No. 2 was so 
little better than No. 1 that England would 
have none of it, and under cover of a cloud 
of dust, got up by a ‘‘ Royal Commission,” 
it, too, was abandoned. Then our naval 
commanders were left to the exercise of 
that discretion which their natural repug- 
nance to slavery usually inclines them to 
use in favour of freedom. Amid all these 
discussions, Ministers resented bitterly the 
imputation that they were less hostile to 
slavery than their predecessors; and they 
attempted to apologise for their scandalous 
making of a fugitive slave law for the 
British navy by quoting a few special cases 
of our ships, in ports where slavery is a 
part of the municipal law, having had to 
surrender escaped slaves. But the Berlin 
Congress offered a great opportunity for 
advancing the cause of freedom. Let us 
see how Ministers have used it. 

In 1822, at the Congress of Verona, when 
our policy was inspired by the genius of 
Canning, the Duke of Wellington proposed 
that the slave-trade should be declared by 
the law of nations to be piracy. It is 
treated as piracy by the municipal law of 
most civilised nations, but this would also 
have condemned it by international law. 
Unfortunately the Powers represented at 
the Congress of Verona were too intent on 
suppressing the buddings of Constitutional 
freedom in Spain to care about the slave- 
trade, and the Duke of Wellington did not 
succeed. 

But it would have seemed that the Con- 
gress of Berlin was especially the occasion 
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to revive that proposal. Since 1822 slavery 
has been abolished, with some small excep- 
tions, and the great exception of Turkey. 
At Berlin, Turkey was found reduced to 
such a condition that there could be no 
hope for her salvation but in a reform of 
her system of Government; and no hope 
for such reform unless the canker of slavery 
were eradicated. The Anti-Slavery Society 
memorialised the Congress to make the 
following declarations :—“ 1st. The slave- 
trade is considered as piracy. 2nd. The 
Powers represented by the Congress will 
not in future recognise the legal status of 


slavery in their relations with the States in | 


which that institution may exist.” It would 
naturally be expected that the British re- 
presentatives would advocate these declara- 
tions. On the contrary, they would not 
touch the subject; and, actively or tacitly, 
they prevented any other Power from per- 
forming that duty. Messrs. Sturge, Long, 
and Alexander, representing the Anti- 
Slavery Society, had interviews with the 
representatives of France, Russia, Germany, 
and Italy, “ from all of whom they received 
assurances of the fullest sympathy.” The 
delegation report :— 

“It was not objected at any of these 
interviews that the subject was irrelevant 
to the business of the Congress, nor, indeed, 
could such an objection be reasonably 
taken, inasmuch as the slave-trade is the 
fruitful source of crime and disorder in the 
Turkish Empire, and incompatible with its 
future good government, and at the same 
time injuriously affects the commercial and 
othersinterests of the nations of Europe. 
All, however, were of opinion that it pro- 

rly devolved upon England to take the 
ead in dealing with this question.” 

Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salisbury 
would not receive their anti-slavery country- 
men; but ‘‘ confined themselves to an offi- 
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story; though as it is but a repetition of 
what took place in bygone years, and as 
my information comes direct from one of 
the very highest authorities here, I do not 
hesitate togive it. According to the custom 
of the Ottoman Court that on the 27th 
of the month of Ramazan, that in which 
we now are, the Sultan adds to the number 
of the inhabitants of his harem. Usually, 
I believe, this addition came in the form of 
a present from the Queen mother of one or 
more beautiful female slaves, usually of 
Georgian or Circassian origin. It is only a 
few days since that the Chamberlain of the 
palace, Hamdi Pasha, telegraphed to one 
of the Imperial Commissioners at Batum 
requiring him to purchase for the Sultan, at 
the earliest possible date, a dozen girls vary- 
ing between the ages of twelve and eigh- 
teen. Carte blanche was given for the 
prices, which I understand will amount to 
avery considerable sum indeed. In itself 
the affair is but an example of the peculiar 
customs of Turkish Monarchy; but in con- 
nection with the events of the moment 
seems to indicate an utter disregard for 
public opinion and the exigencies of the 
hour.—Correspondent of the ‘* Daily News.” 


SALE OF SLAVES IN TURKEY. 


(Through Reuter’s Agency.) 
Constantinople, Sept. 19th. 


A CrrcassraAn slave having taken refuge 
at the British Consulate, Mr. Fawcett has 
ordered her to be detained, and has re- 
quested Sir Austen Layard to make repre- 
| sentations to the Porte in favour of stopping 
| the sale of slaves in Turkey. 





cial acknowledgment of the memorial.”’— | 


From the “ Sheffield Independent.” 


THE QUEEN MOTHER AND THE 
SULTAN’S HAREM.—A CUSTOM 
OF THE OTTOMAN COURT. 


MINGLING With all these events, military | 


and political, is one which stands out promi- 
nently, essentially typical of the Turkish 
régime in the past, and it may be in the 
future too, for that matter, Personally I 
cannot youch for the authenticity of the 


CYPRUS. 
(Through Reuter’s Agency.) 
| Larnaca, Sept. 18th. 
Mr. IEYDENSTAM, the mayor, has eman- 
| cipated the persons formerly held in slavery 


_ here. ‘This measure has given great satis- 
| faction to the population, 
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SLAVERY IN TURKISH HAREMS. 


In our last number we inserted an im- 
portant and interesting letter addressed to 
us by Dr. Humphrey Sandwith, since which 
we have seen similar testimony to the 
complicated evils of slave-life in Turkey, 
in a well-written book by ‘‘A Consul’s 
Daughter and Wife.” In reference to this 
work, the Hdinburgh' Daily Review contains 
the following remarks :— 


‘‘ Similar testimony is to be found in a 
very interesting book just published en- 
titled ‘ The People of Turkey.’ Written by 
‘A Consul’s Daughter and Wife,’ based, 
not on a passing Visit, but on the experiences 
of twenty years’ residence, it contains the 
most trustworthy account yet given to the 
world, of the social condition and habits of 
the peoples subject to the Ottoman rule. 
The writer was brought into the closest 
personal contact with all classes. She spoke 
their languages, and she mixed with them 
in their every-day life. Mr. Stanley Lane 
Poole, who edits the book, himself a high 
authority on Eastern affairs, vouches for 
the exceptional advantages enjoyed by the 
authoress, and for her conscientious ac- 
curacy. ‘Every page,’ he says, ‘teems 
with details of life and character entirely 
novel to all but Eastern travellers, and 
much that even to them must be entirely 
unknown.’ Politically the book is entirely 
colourless; it gives facts, not comment; it 
avoids all controversial questions, but it isa 
storehouse for all who wish to acquaint 
themselves with Turkish rule and Turkish 
manners. The details given as to the family 
life of the Turks are such as only a woman 
-—and & woman, moreover, admitted into 
the intimacy of the harem—could obtain. 
Commending the book generally to our 
readers, we look, for the moment, to the 
author’s opinion on Turkish slavery. She 
speaks of it specially in connection with 
female slaves, that being now the direction 


-in which the system chiefly manifests 


itself. 


“¢The condition of slaves in Turkey is — 


nota hard one. The principle is, of course, 
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system and polygamy can be got rid of, it, 
too, must go.’ 

‘* This is all that can be said by a not un- 
friendly critic; it is when we look further 
into her book that we find descriptions that 
would have justified far stronger language. 
Her account of the Seraglio fully bears out 
the extracts we have given above, from the 
pens of other writers. The Sultan’s ‘ harem- 
lik’ contains from 1,000 to 1,500 women, 
drawn from all quarters to gratify the 
Sovereign's passing whims, and then to be 
flung aside as worthless for ever more. 

‘* This vast host of women of all ranks, 
ages, and conditions are, without exception, 
of slave extraction, originating from cargoes 
of slaves that yearly find their way to 
Turkey from Circassia, Georgia, Abyssinia, 
and Arabia in spite of the prohibition of the 
slave-trade. These slaves are sold in their 
native land by unnatural relations, or torn 
from their homes by hostile tribes to be 
subsequently handed over to the slave 
dealers, and brought by them into the 
capital and other large towns. 

‘** On the accession of a new Sultan to the 
throne it is the custom to make a clearance 
of these poor creatures, and to replenish 
the Seraglio with fresh ones :— 

‘¢¢ Those who are admitted to the Sultsn’s 
presence, and have no claims to the rights 
of maternity, do not present themselves a 
second time. . . . The lot of these discarded 
favourites is naturally not an enviable one. 
Accidentally noticed by the Sultan, or en- 
tertained by him as the object of a mere 
passing caprice, they seldom have the good 
fortune to occupy a sufficient ascendancy 
over the mind or heart of the sovereign to 
enable them to prolong or consolidate their 
influence. A seraglio inmate, who had her- 
self enjoyed imperial favour of this descrip- 
tion, told me that it was very seldom that 
the slave enjoyed more than once the pass- 
ing notice of the Sultan, a disappointment 


' naturally very deeply felt by those who, 


radically wrong, and the initial step is full | 


of cruelty... .. Turkish slavery is not so 
bad as it might be; the system is softened 
by many humane Jaws, and is marked by a 


kindly paternal character. Yet it is a blot | 
' house with the wife, and costs much less to 


on the country, and so soon as the harem 
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after being suddenly raised to the height of 
favour, find themselves quickly consigned 
again to oblivion, in which their future is 
passed,’ 

** And what is true of the Imperial estab- 
lishment is also true in a minor degree of 
others. ‘Few Turks can afford to keep 
more than one free wife. . . . But a slave 
is no cause of jealousy, lives in the same 
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keep than a free woman. Female slaves, 
too, are gencrally given by fathers to their 
sons, to avoid the expense of a marriage; 
and daughters on marrying are always sup- 
plied with a slave as lady’s maid.’ Lust 
and slavery—that ‘is the gist of the whole 
story—go hand in hand; and for our own 
part we decline to look with any tolerance 
upon a slavery whose essence is not the 
inhumanity of cotton plantations, but a 
means of pandering to the vices which can 
only be indulged where woman is degraded 
to a chattel, and to sensualities which are 
responsible for a large share of the national 
degradation. 


“Turkish society rests on this system of | 


slavery, with its characteristics and accom- 
paniments, ‘too shocking to mention.’ And 
English Plenipotentiaries, not instructed by 
such a Secretary of State as Canning, will 
not even see the men who plead for freedom. 
It is because of our antecedents, because of 
what has been done by England to extir- 
pate the slave-trade since the time of Clark- 
son and Wilberforce, that France, Russia, 
Germany and Italy, say ‘it properly de- 
volved upon England to take the lead in 
dealing with the question of the slave- 
trade.’ But Philo-Turkish anxieties sealed 
England's lips. Her Ministers silently re- 
pudiated the honourable duty which the 
common consent of Europe declared to be 
theirs. They were themselves dumb in the 
cause of freedom, and they suppressed the 
convictions of others. Thus the Berlin 
Congress is come and gone, and the noble 
sight of England’s statesmen accomplishing 
in 1878 what their great predecessor en- 
deavoured to achieve in 1822, is not realised. 
Lords Beaconsfield and Salisbury did not 
think it worth a word.” 


THE EDINBURGH DAILY REVIEW 
ON SLAVERY IN TURKEY. 


TuRKEY is a slave-holding Power, and 
the Turkish social system has at its root 
slave-holding in its very vilest forms. This 
is a fact which, gloze it over as one may, 
must ever remain the over-mastering force 
in the future settlement of the Eastern ques- 
tion. Slavery ever carries with it a curse. 
No sound society can be built up where it 
even exists. Communities of which it is 
the substructure are hopelessly and inevit- 
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ably corrupt. No Balkan chain, however 
strongly fortified, no ethnological arrange- 
ment, founded on whatever learning, is 
useful as a protective where this canker pre- 
vails, eating into the very heart of the body 
politic. We are all apt to take things as 
they are, and to say that, as this or that 
evil has been tolerated so long, it has ac. 
quired a prescriptive right to existence, 
Thus it has become the practice even in 
English society, which was wont to pride 
itself upon its purity, to exercise a charity 
towards a peculiar vice of our Eastern 
allies, Which is no better than a compromise 
with the Devil. It is time that cthics 
so false should be exhibited in their true 
colours. Slavery exists in Turkey in many 
forms, and we are sometimes taught to 
believe, as it was the custom to teach when 
feeling ran high during the American War 
of Emancipation, that the lot of the slave 
is on the whole a pleasant one. The slave 
is free from care, his daily wants are sup- 
plied ; food, shelter, everything he requires 
is provided for him. [His labour, as com. 
pared with the Irish hodman is light: the 
climate in which he earns his easy liveli- 
hood is a mild and pleasant contrast to that 
in Which the Hebridean fisherman is com- 
pelled to risk his life for bread. In old age 
he is well provided for. This is the picture 
to which we have lately been accustomed. 
Dr. Sandwith, as the result of a residence 
of some years in Turkey, tells a different 
story. He knows really what the domestic 
institution means, There are various classes 
of Turkish slaves, but wherever Turks are 
prosperous there are slaves of one kind or 
another in Turkish families. The condi- 
tions of this slavery, which superficially 
are easy enough, are in reality as cruel as it 
is possible to conecive. Let us take the case 
of the negress, who is described by Dr. 
Sandwith as the Turkish maid-of-all-work. 
It is customary to describe such an one as 
the humble friend of the family; and we 
are asked to remember such relationships as 
those of Uncle Tom and Eva St. Clair, and 
to forget those of Uncle Tom and Legree- 
It is better when we judge of social con- 
ditions to getrid of such fanciful haze. 
Let us look at the bare truth. The slave 
negress, if she should become attached to 
any Turkish family, does so because she is 
forcibly divorced from any femily of her 
own, It is little we can know of that 
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desolation of heart which renders possible 
submission to an unblest fate. The slave 
negress has no kith or kin; she is without 
hope. We know not for what distant shore 
she sighs as she looks across the sea. There 
are old associations sacred to her mind as 
the sound of Sabbath bells if we only knew 
of them. But there is no path by which 
the wanderer may return to her own coun- 
try, and there is no lot for her in the place 
of herimprisonment. She is companionless 
and husbandless. Her life is barren. No 
fond hope stirs her maiden heart. Her 
warm affections burn only to wither. In 
family life there is to her no enjoyment, 
no kinship, no future. She is sold to serve 
and die, 





THE COLOURED PEOPLE IN THE 
AMERICAN REPUBLIC. 


Wiitst prejudice against colour con- 
tinues to exert a hateful influence in the 
United States, and is occasionally the cause 
of acts of atrocious cruelty and injustice, it 
is satisfactory to learn that the negroes in 
many parts of the Union are making steady 
progress in the knowledge of the great 
truths of Christianity, in education, and in 
the arts of civilisation. 

The New Englander, an American maga- 
zine, gives a 
of the religious and general condition of 
these people, in an article by Colonel J. T. 
L.. Preston, of Lexington, which will well 
repay careful perusal. 


TRANSPORT OF SLAVES FROM 
ONE PROVINCE OF BRAZIL TO 
ANOTHER. 


Last month we sent a letter to Mr. George 
Buckley Mathew, Her British Majesty’s 
Minister at Rio de Janeiro, in which we in- 
formed His Excellency that the Cervantes, 
which we supposed to be still an English 
vessel, had carried TEN SLAVES TO BE DE- 
LIVERED, To this letter we received the 
following reply :— 

“Tt appears that the steamships in ques- 
tion, although owned by English pro- 
prietors, have legally become Brazilian, and 
that thus no British authorities have any 
control over them. 

“Their British Registries were taken 
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from them, and returned to the Registry 
Office in Liverpool, and her British crews 
were paid off at Her Majesty’s Consulate in 
this city. 

‘* Any British officers or sailors now em- 
ployed on board these vessels are, therefore, 
in the position of British subjects serving 
under a foreign flag and in a foreign vessel 
abroad.” 

From this letter it follows that these 
steamers, though Brazilian vessels, are still 
owned by English proprietors. 

These vessels have on their house-flag the 
letters L and H, the well-known initials of 
the respected firm of Messrs. Lamport and 
Holt, Liverpool, and as long as their initials 
wave over these steamers, they will be held 
morally responsible for every slave these 
steamers carry for sale and delivery. But 
we confidently trust that when this fact 
comes to their knowledge, they will imme- 
diately instruct their agents here to decline 
receiving “slaves to be delivered.” 

The Brazilian Papers publish that the 
Liverpool, Brazil and River Plate Steam 
Navigation Company (Messrs Lamport and 
Holt’s) receive an annual subsidy from the 
Brazilian Government of 24,000 Pd. St. for 


| making thirty-six trips between Kio de 


very interesting account | 


Janeiro and Monte Video and intermediate 
ports.—Brazilian Christian Herald. 


BRAZIL. 

Tue idea has prevailed to some extent in 
England that slavery has been abolished 
in Brazil. Thisis a greatmistake, for Brazil 
contains at the present moment a larger 
number of slaves than any other country 
in the world. In order to do something 
towards the removal of this great error 
we reprint the following extract from the 
Blue-book of 1876:— 


‘*Tnclosure in Mr. Drummond's Despatch 
of March 14, 1876. 


‘““REPORT BY MR. N. R. O’CONOR ON THE 
‘STATUS’ OF SLAVES IN BRAZIL. 
“The Slave Emancipation Law of the 
28th of September, 1871, provided for the 
gradual abolition of slavery in Brazil.* 
The enlightened public opinion of the 


* Under this law slavery may continue to 


- exist for at least forty years to come.--Ep, 
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country has since advanced in front of the 
progressive legislation then inaugurated. 
To-day the ‘status’ of slaves in Brazil, 
although slavery still continues a legal in- 
stitution of the State, may be considered 
anomolous. It is regarded as a necessary 
evil of the previously existing social and 
economic organisation, but as one which is 
to be thrown off with the least possible 
delay, consistent with due regard to the 
vested interest of the large numbers of per- 
sons,” 


THE SLAVE LAWS AND PUBLIC OPINION. 


“Tt is to be regretted that the laws still 
applicable to slaves are not more in ac- 
cordance with the legislation which has 
doomed the institution to annihilation, and 
that the pain of death for injury to masters 
by their slaves. and the scourge for trivial 
offences, are still to be met with in the 
Brazilian penal law; that no beneficial 
legislation has limited the hours of labour, 
nor forbidden the putting in irons and flog- 
ging of slaves who have incurred their 
masters’ displeasure. But sv long as sla- 
very exists as a legal institution of the 
country, so long will it be accompanied 
by the degrading features which are in- 
separable from its existence. The slave 
is an instrument of profit, his life or his 
death is estimated by the market value of 
his labouring power; his treatment is de- 
pendent on the humanity of his master; 
his life is one of continued toil. The slave 
is advertised in the newspapers for sale, 
like any other marketable object, and full 
particulars of his physical advantages are 
broadly set forth. A strong, healthy slave, 
between fourteen and twenty-five years of 
age, will fetch from one to two hundred 


pounds, Others are advertised for hire by | 


the day, week, month, or year, while it is 
to be feared that behind this public traffic 
there is a still more loathsome one, where 
vice and avarice combine to prostitute the 
female slave, and to grow rich on the pro- 
ceeds. The Chief of Police in Rio de 
Janeiro has not hesitated to put forth to 
public condemnation such practices as this 
last, and to propose that slave-owners guilty 
thereof should forfeit their right to their 
slaves.” 


POWER OF MASTERS TO PUNISH SLAVES, 


* The liberty accorded to masters in the 
punishment of slaves is often, no doubt, 
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productive of grievous abuse, but, on the 


| other hand, any severe ill-treatment is re- 


strained by the slave-owner’s interest in his 
slave, by the naturally kind disposition of 
the Brazilian, and by the force of public 
opinion daily growing more favourable to 
the slave. 

‘“*The municipal and police laws regulate 
in some measure the relations between 
master and slave, and vary in the different 
provinces of the empire according to local 


| traditions, prejudices, and influences, They 


are generally framed, however, with human- 
ity and justice; theft, insubordination, and 
such like offences are punished by the slave- 
owner, who is generally unwilling to bring 
his slave to justice on account of the loss of 
his labour thereby entailed; serious crimes, 
such as assault with bodily harm, murder, 
&c., are brought before a jury, and so far as 
I have been able to learn the laws affecting 
slaves are fairly carried out by the Govern- 
ment officials, against whom few complaints 
are heard. The traffic in slaves is still con- 
siderable. Great numbers are annually ex- 
ported from the northern to the southern 
provinces where agricultural labour is more 
profitable, and the price of a slave from 
twenty to twenty-five pounds higher. The 
number of slaves stated officially to have 


| arrived in Rio during the year 1874 is 7,644, 


of whom 7,015 arrived from the northern 
provinces and 629 from the southern ; nearly 
ul of them went on to the province of Sad 
Paulo, having been sold in Rio by slave- 
dealers, of whom a great number exists in 
the capital, and who are open not unfre- 
quently to serious charges on the score of 
inhumanity and immorality. 

‘In order to facilitate a clearer under- 
standing of the position, conduct, employ- 
ment, &c., of slaves in Brazil, I have drawn 
up from the official reports of the several 
Ministries the following facts; but I regret 
that the statistics of slaves convicted of 
crimes, as given in the ‘ Reports’ of the 
Ministers of Justice, are extremely meagre, 
and seldom state the nature of the crime. 
It does not appear, however, that any dis- 
proportionate number of slaves have come 
under the criminal jurisdiction of the State, 
but it is extremely difficult to deduce from 
this the conclusion that they are more free 
from crime than the free class; for it is to 
be remembered that a great deal of the 


| judiciary power vested in the legal tribunals 
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of the country as applicable to the free man | 


is still, when the slave is the offender, as- 
sumed and exercised by the slave-owners.” 
REPORT OF MINISTER OF JUSTICE. 


“The Minister of Justice states that on 
1st January, 1870, there were in;the— 


House of Detention, slaves 79 
Entered in the same year 1,281 
Discharged aa “ied sd 1,298 
On the ist January, 1871, there 
werein the House of Detention 83 
Entered in same year 1,304 
Discharged ... 1,300 


12 slaves were flogged (punishment ex- 
clusively reserved for slaves) and 137 con- 
demned to hard labour. 

** In 1872, 1873, and 1874, the above figures 
vary very little. 

‘In his report of 1875 he states that on 
the 1st January, 1874, there were in the 
House of Detention 152 persons, of whom 
74 were slaves. 

** Received during year, 3,292, of whom 
2,216 were slaves. Remained in House of 
Detention at the end of the year, 276, of 
whom 196 were slaves. 

‘** The Chief Officer of Police, in his report 
of 1875, states the number of persons in the 
lock-up during 1874 to be 8,878, of whom 
2,441 were slaves, and the number of drivers 
of public vehicles in Rio to be 3,397, of 
whom 237 were slaves.” 


REPORT OF MINISTER OF MARINE. 


‘*The Minister of Marine, in his report of 
1875, states that during the previous year 
142,547 free sailors, and 6,444 slave sailors 
entered the ports of the maritime provinces , 
that 120,780 free sailors, and 6,673 slave 
sailors left these ports; and estimating the 
number of free sailors in the 13 maritime 
provinces of the Empire at 41,241, he puts 
down the slave sailors as amounting to 
3,642. 

“I enclose, as marked in the margin, 
copies in translation of such laws affecting 
slavery as I have been able to collect in a 
short time, but which, I believe, are the 
principal ones of the Criminal Code on the 
subject. 

“The provisions of the Emancipation 
Law of the 28th September, 1871, were re- 
ported to Her Majesty’s Government in a 
despatch from this Legation of the 2nd 
October of the same year.” 
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FINANCE AND AGRICULTURE. 


‘Tt will be my duty to show from the 
reports of the Ministers of Finance and Agri- 
culture of 1875, how far those provisions 
have been carried out, and at the same time 
to point out where they have fallen short of 
the expectations justly raised four years 
ago. 

‘* In cases where the sense of the Law of 
Emancipation required official explanation, 
it has been interpreted in a liberal and 
generous manner, generally very favourable 
to the slaves. 

‘The Minister of Finance calculates the 
amount received under the heading ‘ Eman- 
cipation Fund,’ and applicable to the libera- 
tion of slaves as follows :— 


Dols, £ 
1871-1872 ... 1,050,185 400 = 116,689 
1872-1873 ... 1,533,146 401 = 170,349 
1873-1874 ... 1,218,188 850 = 135,354 


But the estimate of receints for the year- 
1874-75 he calculates at only 1,133,070 
dols. 000= £125,896, the average of the 
three former years having been 1,267,178 
dols. 550=£140,796. This reduction is in 
consequence of the registration of slaves, 
as ordered by the Law of September 28th, 
1871, being now completed. 

‘* A table herewith enclosed shows the 
amounts received and allotted to each pro- 
vince of the Empire, in accordance with 
the Emancipation Law of 1871, amounting 
in all to 4,386,809 dols. 000 = £487,423. From 
this sum 395,315 dols. 000 is deducted for 
the necessary expenses of collection, &c, 
thus leaving a balance of 3,991,494 dols. 
000 reis = £443,499 in the Treasury, to be 
devoted towards the purchase of the freedom 
of slaves. 

“T regret to state that in the Minister's 
report, there is no account of the application 
of even a portion of this large accumulated 
fund towards the emancipation of slaves.”’ 


THE EMANCIPATION FUND. 


“The Emancipation Fund must now 
amount to about £600,000, yet up to t e 


| present date it is not known what part, if 





indeed any, has been applied to the object 
for which by law it is intended. 

‘*'This silence of the government is the 
more to be regretted, in that it excites mis- 
trust and suspicion in the minds of those 
who are naturally anxious to see the bene- 
ficent results of a measure which is of such 
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vital importance to the interests of the | 


country. 

‘** The second part of this table shows the 
sources from whence the emancipation fund 
has proceeded. 

‘*The Minister of Agriculture, in his Re- 
port of 1875 on the Servile Element, and 
the Law of the 28th September, 1871, states 
that the registration of slaves, ordered by 
Article 20 of that law, is now completed 
throughout the Empire, with the exception 
of 49 municipalities, and that according to 
the most recent information the total num- 
ber of slaves in Brazil amounts to 1,431,300. 

‘“‘This number may be safely increased 
to 1,500,000, by calculating the number of 
slaves still unregistered in the 49 municipa- 
lities, and allowing for those who have not 
been registered in consequence of the great 
difficulty of registration in this country. 

“In 1873 the number of slaves registered 
was 198,814. 

** In 1874 1,002,240. 

‘The product of the Emancipation Fund 
has, in accordance with Article 3 of the 
Law of 28th September, 1871, been distri- 
buted over the provinces of the Empire, a 
reserve fund of reis 287,500 dols. 000 — 
£31,944 being retained for those municipa- 
lities where the number of slaves registered 
was not known at the time of the distribu- 
tion. 

“A table showing the distribution here 
alluded to is enclosed. 

‘‘The Minister of Agriculture then pro- 
ceeds with the following remarks: 

**¢ The application of these amounts ought 
to be carried out in the terms of Article 
of the Code approved by Decree, &c., 5135, 
of November 13th, 1872 (sent to Foreign 
Office), according to the schedule therein 
stipulated, in virtue of the labours of the 
Classification Board in divers municipalities. 
This work, now, I own with regret, has 
met with great difficulties in practice, and 
has failed in many municipalities, in spite 
of the reiterated recommendations of the 
administration, and the compulsion arising 
from the fines attached in the Article 96 of 
the aforesaid code. 

“* It fallsin great part on the judges of 
the peace, who, charged with the performance 
of other obligations and labours, from which 
they derive tcir subsistence, are over and 
above obliged to render service in this matter 
gratuitously. 
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to those who are acquainted with the con- 
ditions of the country, and the difliculty 
which the administration encounters in its 
endeavours to carry out this work. 

***Such are the reasons why, up to the 
present date, only the result of the labours 
of classification is known in respect of the 
municipalities comprised in the following 
table. 

‘(In his previous report of 1874, the 
Minister of Agriculture stated that they had 
encountered obstacles on all sides in the 
classification of slaves to be manumitted, 
that the Government had used every endea- 
vour with the Presidents of the provinces, 
juntas, &c., to collect the money for the 


_ gradual manumission, and that 30,387 slaves 





had been classified as qualified, viz., 27,600 
in the Capital, 1,184 in the Province of Rio 
Grand do Sul, and 1,603 in the Province of 
Santa Catharina.) 

‘*** Tt is desirable, therefore, to define out of 
the Emancipation fund the portion strictly 
necessary to remunerate such functionaries, 
and to provide the indispensable expenses 
for the proper carrying out of this work.” 


VOLUNTARY EMANCIPATION, 


**¢T cannot, as I much wished, present 
you with statistics of slaves who have been 
freed through the generous sentiments of 
the population in all the provinces of the 
Empire since the memorable date of the 
28th September, 1871, it behoving me only 
to inform you that it is stated that in this 
Capital and nine of the Provinces 5,984 
slaves have since then been voluntarily 
freed: 


In Rio de Janeiro 3,805 
Amazons 18 
Parad 740 
Maranham Ne 42 
Rio Grande do Norte... 105 
Parahyba 176 
Espirito Santo... 185 
Rio de Janeiro (Province) 92 
Sad Pavlo 679 


Minas Geraes ... bes she 52 

** Though deficient, these data show that 
the movement of emancipation has not 
diminished, and that the action of private 
individuals conspire with the salutary dis- 
positions of the protective legislation to- 
wards the gradual extinction of slavery in 
Brazil. 

‘“The Minister concludes his report by 
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presenting ‘a table of the registration of 
freeborn children of slave women in the 
capital and ten provinces, calculated up to 
the 30th April, 1874,’ the total number 
amounting to 119,456 (Enclosure No, 8). 

“In the previous report of 1874 this 
number was reckoned at 56,165. 

‘* Slaves, in order to be eligible for state 
in Brazil must be first registered, and then 
classified ; but it will be scen that already 
over 119,000 slaves have gone through this 
latter requirement, and that, nevertheless, 
the Minister of Agriculture, like his colleague 
of Finance, refrains from any statement as 
to the number of slaves who have reaped 
the benefit of a Legislative Act now more 
than four years in existence. 

“It is very generally believed that the 
pressure of public opinion abroad and at 
home against slavery will force the Govern- 
ment to bring forward a still more liberal 
Emancipation Bill, which will abolish 
slavery within a period variously stated as 
from ten to fifteen years; but in any case 
it may safely be said that every obstruction 
in the execution of the Emancipation Law 
of 1871, will serve but to excite public 
opinion in its favour.” 


PUNISHMENT OF SLAVES IN BRAZIL, 


‘Part Ist of the Criminal Code, chap. iv. 
of Title ii. of the kinds of punishments, 
and the manner of imposing them. 


‘* Art. 60. If the accused be a slave, and 
incurs other penalty than that of capital 
punishment, or the galleys, he shall be con- 
demned to be flogged, and after uncergoing 
this, shall be given over to his master, who 
shall undertake to put irons on him for the 
time and in the manner that the Judge may 
order. The number of strokes shall be fixed 
by the Judge, and the slave may not receive 
more than fifty strokes in a day.” 


JAMAICA.— GLUT OF LABOUR — 
REVIVAL OF COOLIE IMMIGRA- 
TION. 

(To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter.) 

Dear Friend,—The Jamaica Baptist 

Reporter for September contains the follow- 

ing :—‘‘ Since the year 1865—the year of 

wholesale murder under the direction of 

Governor Eyre—we have never heard so 

many complaints of poverty. The people 
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in different parts of the colony, though 
offering their labour at 9d. and 1s. per day, 
cannot obtain employment. Estates in 
some neighbourhoods are either being to- 
tally abandoned or their cultivation greatly 
limited. This, with an unusual amount of 
sickness, is producing an amount of dis. 
content that it is truly lamentable to hear. 
The Government remedies—at least all we 
have heard of—are immigration and addi- 
tional taxation. Our seasons, in most parts 
of the island, have been magnificent, and 
there is now an abundance of provisions 
coming to market. Had it been otherwise 
the consequences might have been serious. 
If there can be no remission of taxes, we 
trust the collectors will be instructed to be 
as lenient as possible. If this is not done 
it will be a busy time for the police in their 
employment as horse seizers.” 

I have also befure me two recent private 
letters. One from the north side of the 
island says:—‘‘ There is great depression in 
trade throughout the country. Several 
estates near us have stopped working, so 
that numbers of people are thrown out of 
employment.” Another, from Kingston, 
says :—“‘ Distress abounds cn every side 
No work at all for any class; the stores are 
doing very little. In fact, Kingston is 
ruined with the numbers of young men and 
women who come from the country ; leave 
agriculture for any odds and ends of making 
a living.” 

It is no wonder they leave the country 
districts when it is impossible to get work 
at 9d. and 1s. per day. 

It is at such a time that, under Crown 
Government in Jamaica, the burdensome, 
unjust and ruinous system of bringing in 
Indian coolies to supply labour for the 
sugar estates has been revived. The popu- 
lation of the island is increasing. Under 
a wise and equitable administration this 
should add to the wealth and resources of 
the colony, whercas under the existing 
régime, population already presses on the 
means of subsistence, and yet the impo- 
verished peasantry are taxed to introduce 
the competing labour of Indian immigrants. 

During the last twenty years there has 
been a considerable emigration of the best 
and strongest labourers from Jamaica to 
Colon, and, more recently, to Porto Rico. 
A very recent number of the Jumaica Gazette 
(the Government organ), warns the people 
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against going to Porto Rico, as they are 
there liable to ill-treatment, without the Go- 
vernment being able to afford them adequate 
protection. The supposition that these 
prime labourers would not take work in 
their own island rather than go to distant 
and dangerous fields of employment is not 
to be entertained. 

My conviction is that the charm of immi- 
grant labour is that it is semi-servile; it is 
labour that can be coerced. 

I have good reason to believe that the 
planter who pays fair wages, with punctua- 
lity, and knows how to treat his labourers 
with kindness and firmness, can get any 
amount of native labour in Jamaica that he 
needs. 

- In respect to immigration, and to the 
oppressive increase of taxation, Crown Go- 
vernment seems to me a disappointment. 
In other respects, not less important, it has 
replaced oppression and corruption, by jus- 
tice and integrity. Gladly would one anti- 
cipate a return to representative institutions 
but for the fear that the old abuses would 
return with them. 
I am, very sincerely, 
Thy friend, 
Tuomas HARVEY. 
Leeds, Ninth Month 30th, 1878. 
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COOLIE COLONISATION. 


THE Tri- Weekly Gleaner says: —‘‘ As 
colonists, what are we to hope from them ? 
Can anyone point out, amongst the many 
hundreds of these people who have elected 
to settle here, threescore, or even less, of 
them who have followed any novel employ. 
ment by way of instruction to our people, 
or elected to follow agricultural pursuits 
alone; thus exhibiting a purely agricultural 
or pastoral community? No! What they 
have elected to become, after their indenture 
service, is what we can always find, ready- 


made, in any community. Sham barbers 
and haircutters, hawkers and pedlars, petty 
and rum-shop and tavern-keepers. Surely 
these callings belong all to the consuming, 
not the producing, class of a population or 
community. To develop, more than is being 
done at present, the native treasures of our 
soil, is what the country requires chiefly 
and principally, from any kind of persons 
to be brought here as immigrants at an 
portion of the public cost, especially immi- 
— for the purposes of colonisation. 

very scheme hitherto entered upon for 
adding to our own population, from the 
excess of population in other countries, has 
either failed altogether, as in all the schemes 
of former years, or has not been wholl 
satisfactory, like our present coolie immi- 
gration system; praised by Mr. Espeut on 
the one hand, and blamed by E. G. B. on 
the other.” —Jamaica Baptist Reporter. 
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